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ombined Counties Corner

Itis still early days, so we shouldn't read too much into the
table at this stage, but it is interesting to note some of the
early movements - and we can hope that such fluctuations
continue throughout the course of the campaign. If that
proves to be the case, it could give us a title race that goes
right to the wire, unlike last season when it was as good as
over as the autumn leaves fell.

Our last home match - which saw us defeated by local rivals
Corinthian-Casuals - didn't affect our position in the table
overly much, with most of the sides around us dropping
points also. However, the subsequent midweek outings
(when we were inactive) coupled with last weekend's loss at
Cobham, have conspired to push us back down to mid-table.

That midweek saw a couple of notable - and extraordinary

- matches, and the lead change hands once again. That

was due to the result of a topsy-turvy top-of-the-table clash
between AFC Whyteleafe (leaders at start of play) and
Redhill. The Lobsters started fast, and went in front inside
the first ten minutes. But Leafe levelled almost immediately,
and did so again later in the half after Redhill had taken
back the lead. The hosts finally got their noses in front

ten minutes into the second period, thanks to a penalty
which looked as if it might be enough to take the points as
Whyteleafe managed to hang on until the game entered its
closing stages. But with the final whistle imminent, Redhi
got back to 3-3 and then plundered a dramatic winner in
injury-time. This was enough for them to leapfrog their hosts
and regain top spot; however, despite Redhill taking their
record to six wins out of six with a 1-0 win over another
leading side in Knaphill four days later, AFC Whyteleafe
grabbed pole position once again - on goal difference -
thanks to their comprehensive 5-1 dismantling of Horley.

Horley had been involved in the other incredible midweek
match when they hosted Corinthian-Casuals. Casuals, fresh
off their hard-earned triumph here at Imperial Fields, made
it three successive wins after an indifferent start to their
campaign - but what a fright the struggling home side gave
them. After a goalless first fifteen minutes, there was an
almost unbelievable six goals scored before the half-time
break. After Horley had equalised Casuals'first strike, the
visitors looked to be running away with things as they
romped to a4-1lead with three goals in eight minutes, but

a second home goal on the stroke of half-time gave
Horley a glimmer of hope. However, when Casuals
made it 5-2 with less than half an hour left, it looked
ike ‘game over'for sure. Battling Horley didn't think
50, though, and got another quick reply in before a
ninth goal in stoppage-time made it 4-5. There was
little time for them to force what would have been
a stunning equaliser and Casuals - just about - held
on. They added a fourth win in a row the following
Saturday too, in anather high scoring affair with
Sandhurst Town. It wasn't quite as dramatic, but a
relatively comfortable 4-2 scoreline saw the Casuals
move up to fourth in the table.

Tadley-Calleva, Jersey Bulls and Fleet Town are all
still unbeaten - but sit eighth, tenth and twelfth
respectively by virtue of playing fewer games than
everybody else; indeed, despite being five weeks into
the season, Fleet have only managed to get three
league matches under their belt! Their routine 3-0
home win over Sheerwater last Saturday took them
to two wins against the goalless draw we shared with
them a month or so ago.

Jersey Bulls'4-1 win over Balham at Imperial Fields
last saturday took their record to three wins against
two draws, and Tadley-Calleva added to Chipstead's
woes with a 3-1 win in the Croydon countryside to
make it four wins and a draw for the Romans.

Chipstead are level pegging in the lower reaches of
the table with today’s visitors, Epsom & Ewell - but
our Surrey visitors are in confident mood having won
their last two after going pointless in their opening
five; they got off the mark with a 2-0 home win over
their fellow strugglers (Chipstead) on 3 September,
then left it late last Saturday, but scored the only goal
of the game at Camberley Town as the game entered
stoppage time to put another three points on the
board. They'll be in confident mood this afternoon,
as they aim to make it three on the spin.

Spelthorne Sports prop up the table - the only side
without a win; they did pick up a point at Guildford
City (1-1) last week thanks to a last minute penalty.
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The Terrors safely negotiated their first hurdle in the FA Vase, largely controlling the ninety minutes against our
Southern Counties East League opponents - although ultimately, we needed penalties to see us secure a Second
Qualifying Round outing at Guildford City.

Thatin itself was a milestone - of sorts, bringing to an end a sequence of three defeats via this medium, including
against this opposition two seasons ago, following a goalless draw at Imperial Fields, in the FA Trophy. Much water
has passed under the Bishopsford Road bridge since then - both sides have suffered a relegation each, for example -
but this was still a pleasing revenge mission of sorts.

Tooting pushed their hosts back early on, and dictated the play for much of the opening half an hour, so it was
something of a surprise when we fell behind - against the run of play - just before the thirty minute mark. Jack Billings
took advantage of hesitancy at the back and steered the ball goalwards, over the head of the exposed Toby McKimm
in the Tooting goal.

The Terrors continued to have the better of things as the half wound down, but were still struggling to find a telling
final ball, and Corinthian held the narrow advantage as the sides trooped off at the break.

The Isuzu FA Vase, 1st Qualifying Round, 24 August 2024 - pictures (left) by Sam Conquest

Corinthian 1 T&MU 1

Billings 27" Wopara 50”
(Tooting won 5-4 on penalties)

Corinthian were looking for a hat-trick of Combined Counties League scalps, having relieved both AFC Whyteleafe and
Camberley Town of further interest in the FA Cup, and must have fancied their chances of adding the Terrors to that
list as the second half began - but that optimism lasted precisely five minutes; that was as much time had elapsed in
the second period when Tooting won a free-kick just outside the penalty area, and Darral Wopara stepped up to drill
afine strike past Nathan Boamer in the home goal, the keeper left grasping at air as the ball thundered past him to
the delight of the travelling faithful behind the goal.

Despite once again having the better of the play, there were no further additions to the scoresheet, and the
BogEnders must have seen Chipstead, Fisher and Corinthian themselves flash before their eyes as the boys in
lavender stepped up to contest the lottery of a shootout.

These affairs are designed to instil pure drama in the modern game, rendering (usually) a hero or a villain to step
onto centre-stage, and it was the former this time; Toby McKimm, till finding his feet in the Tooting goal - and no
doubt disappointed with some of the goals that have gone past him early in this campaign (not least the goal on this
afternoon) had little chance with the first three Corinthian kicks, confidently put past him by the Billings brothers
(James and Jack) and Oscar Housego.

However, Toby got down brilliantly low to his left to repel spot kick number four from Malachy Turner. With Tooting
also faultless in their first three attempts - Kieran Campbell, skipper Antonio Simeone and Max Oldham all on target,
the scene was set for Darral Wopara to give us the advantage and - despite Mefose Esomubi netting for the hosts - it
was Hussein Siklawi who confidently stroked his kick home to book us that date in Guildford.
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Tooting terrorised their tenants on Bank Holiday Monday, blowing Balham away with a four-goal scoreline that could have
easily been even bigger.

The ‘visitors' were never at the races, and once Hussein Siklawi had fired us ahead, with an inch-perfect free-kick curled in
from just outside the box, thirteen minutes in, it was only ever going to be a question of how many the margin of victory
would be.

Three minutes after that strike, the lead was almost doubled when Sam Williams outfoxed the keeper, to stab the ball
goalward; however, a Balham defender was alert, and got back to clear the ball from the line. But Sam didn't have to wait
much longer for a goal, controlling a through-ball impressively, and then hooking it in with his back to goal to register a
quality finish.

Sam had proved a handful for the Balham defence throughout the first half, but was forced to depart early - which gave
them a breather. For the second time this season - just as against Littlehampton on the opening day - Sam was forced off
through injury before the first period was complete. Mind you, his replacement, Taz Mahmoud, was champing at the bit
to get involved, and picked up where Sam left off, running with purpose at the Balham defence to cause them palpitations
as the half ended.

Combined Counties Premier League (south), 26 August 2024 - pictures (right) by Sam Conquest

T&MU 4 Balham O

Siklawi 13”
Williams 17"
Simeone 52”
Campbell 81"

Things did not get any easier for a harrassed Balham defence in the second half either, which was just seven minutes old
when the lead was extended to three; a corner was only half cleared, and fell to skipper Antonio Simeone just inside the
box. The Balham defence stopped, thinking they'd heard a whistle, but it hadn't been blown (there was nothing going
on on the front-pitch which can occasionally cause confusion) and Simmo’s cultured finish seemed to float past stranded
keeper, John Ross. Balham's protests fell on deaf ears - rightly so, but even if they had been indulged, they were well
beyond saving this match.

Tooting poured forward, with every player wanting to get on the scoresheet. Darrall Wopara was next to go close, as his
mazy run into the box culminated in a firmly struck effort that flashed across the face of Ross's goal, settling just wide. Max
Oldham, scorer of a brace in midweek, tried his luck from long-range, but the ball was deflected out for a corner.

Elliott McKimm tried his luck from distance; a cross/shot floated goalwards caught on the wind, and forced Ross to back-
pedal frantically before touching the ball over the bar.

Balham hadn't really threatened all afternoon, their closest effort coming just before goal number four, when an attacker
finally managed to make headway into the box and slipped the ball past Toby Mckimm, but Darral was back to clear from
just in front of the goal-line.

That spurred Tooting on again - now inside the last ten minutes - as Taz went on a powerful run down the right, shrugged
his marker off, and squared for Kieran Campbell powering into the area, who controlled the ball calmly, and then slotted
home to round off a thoroughly pleasing afternoon’s work, as the Terrors lived up to their name.
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Our Visitors

The dub now known as Epsom & Ewell FC were
first formed in March 1918 as Epsom Juniors
Cricket Club, playing that sport throughout the
summer. In the autumn, Epsom Juniors FC came
into being and played a handful of games on
what is now the Alexandra Recreation Ground.
Competitive football followed when they entered
the Surrey Junior League in 1919, and then
became founder members of the Sutton & District
League in 1920

In July 1922, they changed their name to Epsom
Town FC, and this heralded the start of a very
‘successful era. By now playing at the Horton
Hospital Sports Ground, they were unfortunate

to lose 2-1 (aet) at Dorking FC's Pixham Lane
ground to Caterham Mental Hospital in a replay of
the Surrey Junior Cup Final. However, four other
trophies were lifted that season - the Leatherhead
Hospital Shield, the Sutton Hospital Cup, and

the Epsom Hospital Cup. In addition, the Sutton

& District League Championship was also lifted

for the first time. Under the forward-thinking of
visionary chairman Hugh Bradley, they took the
step up into Intermediate football, where they
won the Southern Suburban League without
losing a game. Senior football was granted as
they were unanimously accepted into the Surrey
Senior League for 1924/25, and they celebrated
this ascension by coming in third after their first
campaign at that level,

In September 1925, the club relocated to the
old Ewell FC ground at West Street, which was
purchased thanks to the generasity of the future
club President, Robert Bradshaw. In that season,
the Championship of the Surrey Senior League
was attained, and the following campaign saw
Egham defeated 1-0 on their own pitch which
saw the Surrey Senior League Cup added to the
Championship trophy - and a notable double.

Election to the London League followed, and that
title was claimed at the first attempt in 1927/28.
Unfortunately, despite strong league form in the
seasons that ensued, they were unable to repeat
it~ finishing as runners-up in 1931/32, 1932/33,
1934/35, 1936/37 and 1937/38. Cup success was
also in short supply, although they did reach their

first Surrey Senior Cup Final in 1929, where over
4,000 fans turned out at Guildford to watch them
go down 3-2 to Redhill - this after a notable 4-1
win over Wimbledon in the semi-final.

The thirties were a very successful period in the
club’s history, and they lifted the Surrey Senior
Charity Shield in 1933 with an impressive 5-0
victory over Woking on their own Kingfield pitch.
However, the proudest moment of their early
history came in 1933/34 when they reached the
First Round Proper of the FA Cup, beating Woking
(after a replay), Nunhead, Tooting & Mitcham,
Beddington Corner and Leytonstone, and a crowd
0f9.485 at the Lea Bridge Speedway Stadium
witnessed a 4-2 loss to their Football-League hosts
Clapton (later Leyton) Orient. At the end of that
season, the Town' appellation was dropped, the
club becoming simply known as Epsom FC, before
going into 'hibernation'’ for the period of the war.

After the hostilities, Epsom FC restarted -
continuing in the London League before, In

1949, switching over to the Corinthian League
where, three years later, they reached the League
Memorial Shield final - going down 2-1t0
Champions Hounslow at Eastbourne after leading
at half-time. The following season a third place
finish was achieved and in 1954 the club reached
their second Surrey Senior Cup Final, losing 2-0 to
Corinthian-Casuals in front of over 6,000 people

at Selhurst Park. The following year, they lifted the
Surrey Senior Shield with a 1-0 win over Carshalton
Athletic at West Street. ,

The dub appointed their first ever managerin
1955, and the Corinthian League and cup double
was almost achieved in 1956/57 but two losses in
the final week, along with a 2-0 reverse in the Cup
Final to Maidenhead United at Dorking meant that

they sadly ended with neither trophy; however,

in 1960 they finally lifted the Shield with a 2-0
revenge win over Maidenhead at Vale Farm, home
of Wembley FC (they lifted a trophy at Wembley!)

It was in that year that they changed their name
again, to Epsom & Ewell FC this was not because
of any merger with Ewell & Stoneleigh (as is

often erroneously quoted) but was an attempt to
increase support across the whole of the borough.

In 1963, the Corinthian League merged with the
Athenian and Delphian Leagues, and Epsom &
Ewell were placed in Division One of the new
structure, but the sixties were full of poor results
and relegation followed in 1965.

Results did not improve as the years ticked over
into the seventies, and relegation was narrowly
avoided (thanks to the benefit of re-election) on

“anumber of occasions as the dub finished in

the bottom three for five consecutive seasons.
However, in 1973 the Athenian League finally ran
out of patience and ‘cut them loose’.

The Surrey Senior League accepted them at the
last minute, and with an entirely new squad, the
League Cup was lifted. The following season, a
second League and cup ‘double’ was secured;
however, the season will be best remembered

for reaching the final of the inaugural FA Vase at

Wembley Stadium, where 9,500 saw them edged
out 2-1 by Hoddesdon Town. The Athenian League
welcomed them back, and promotion was secured
atthe first time of asking. In 1976/77, they reached
the Athenian League Cup Final, losing 1-0 at
Chalfont St. Peter. By then, they knew they would
be joining the ever-expanding Isthmian League for
the following campaign, being placed in the new
Division Two - celebrating by erecting floodlights.

The Division Two title was secured the following
April and, now in Division One, they lifted the
Southern Combination Cup by beating Hampton on
their own pitch by a remarkable 7-2 scoreline.

The Surrey Senior Cup was finally won in 1981,
with a 2-1 triumph over Woking at Tooting

& Mitcham'’s Sandy Lane ground - although
promotion was just missed out on as the club
finished third. Three years later they finally made it,

after finishing as runners-up.

The first season in the Premier Division saw
comfortable survival, but after an exodus of
players, they went down after their second and
then suffered a further relegation in 1987 as the
club began to decline.

In 1993,a large chapter in their history closed
when they left their historic West Street ground
and began a nomadic existence for the next thirty
years - initially playing at Banstead but also taking
in spells at Merstham, Chipstead, Leatherhead
Cobham and, currently, Corinthian-Casuals.
Happily, the club have now identified a site for a
new ground back in the borough and hope to be
able to secure it within the foreseeable future,

On the pitch, their form was unremarkable whilst
in exile, with a brief couple of seasons in the
Isthmian League Division One (south) the only
respite between 2002 and 2004. However, the
second of these brought relegation, followed

two years later by a further demotion into the
Combined Counties League. They did finish in
the top six in six of the next nine seasons, but a
disastrous campaign in 2017/18 saw relegation to
the First Division.

During this period of indifferent league form, there
was - at least - some glory in 2012/13 when the
club lifted their first silverware since 1981 with a
3-0 win over South Park at Farnborough to win
the Combined Counties League Cup, though that
season also marked a sad watermark in the club’s
history as they played their one thousandth game
away from their spiritual West Street home.

Another League Cup final was reached in 2017,
though this ended in disappointment as Westfield
won 4-1 at Windsor FC.

In 2020, after the COVID-19 pandemic hit, the
club were transferred over into the Southern
Combination, where they finished sixth (in
2021/22) and then second, which brought a
play-off place. Epsom & Ewell saw off Selsey,
and then Wick to clinch promotion back to the
Combined Counties League after five years
away; their first season back saw the club
struggling early on, but they managed to find
their feet and (just about) keep their heads
above water. They will be hoping to push on
and not endure such struggles this time around.
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Book Choice

There has been some fine literature associated with football
down the years, and as | have personally read some very
interesting books on the theme recently, | thought | would
share my opinions (when space permits) and give you a
heads-up on some of the titles out there which may take
your fancy. Now that the autumn leaves are falling, it won't
be long until Christmas begins to take root in peoples
thoughts too, and this may give also give you some gift ideas
for the football fan(s) in your family.

| recently finished The Club by Joshua Robinson and Jonathan
(legg, and found this to be a thoroughly engrossing read of
how the Premier League came to hold such prominence

in modern sport. This was first published in 2018, but the SECAME
edition | read was updated to include the 2018/19 season. i >TIVE BUSINESS

Drawing on a wealth of what must have been painstaking
research, as well as some enlightening interviews with some

of the key movers and shakers who were involved in the original launch of ‘a whole new ball game’ (TM) in 1992, this
is a highly recommended account of the formation, growth, and subsequent unchecked dominance of an institution
which has almost become a license to print money.

When the then twenty-two clubs who made up the old Barclays League Division One at the beginning of the 1991/92
season resigned their membership of the Football League en masse, and gave notice of their intention to form their
own league, they can hardly have foreseen quite what their actions would spawn. Interestingly, that initial group
included the likes of Notts County - who have never been able to benefit from the new league’s autonomy - and Luton
Town, who endured a traumatic period in their history which encompassed Administration, points deductions, a stint
as a non-league club and thirty-one long years in the wilderness before they were finally able to take a bite of the pie,
albeit briefly. However, back in 1991, they were part of a clique who considered that breaking away from the other
seventy football league clubs, in order to keep a greater slice of the money available for themselves, was the way
forward for football as a whole.

In the early nineties, football in England was emerging from decades of neglect; crumbling stadia and hooliganism
had turned a lot of prospective spectators away from the game. The Bradford fire and Hillsborough had done nothing
to entice them back. With the success of the World Cup in Italy in 1990, followed shortly after by the removal of
Margaret Thatcher (whose ill-conceived ‘membership scheme’ in the late eighties may have killed the game, had

it been implemented) many of those involved with the administration of the sport saw the potential growth of the
game as something, finally, worth investing in. The only problem was, that up to that point, any decisions taken by the
Football League had to be voted through by the majority of their clubs - one member, one vote, and the seventy clubs
outside the top division were unlikely to back something which benefitted only the ‘elite’ top flight members. So,
withdrawal from the organisation, and going forward by themselves, seemed to be the only option - and the concept
of the ‘premier’ league was born, giving its members control of their own destiny.

erestingly, this mentality was to lead to potential divisions within the structure itself, when the later ‘Super League’
ame a potential reality. Whereby once the (eventual) twenty clubs who formed the league were happy to share the
spoils between them, later those who consistently inhabited the very top of the tree began to believe there was little point
In equality with those perennial strugglers who were just happy to stay in ‘the Club’ season after season. Indeed, the
original ending to the 2018 edition stated as much:

"But, above all, it would look like the richest clubs in England were no longer getting their due; that they simply wouldn't carry the
burden of the poorer, smaller, less popular clubs any longer. In other words, it would look an awful lot like 1992.

So this is an engaging read, unquestionably, but also a worrying one - because it highlights what happens when greed
overcomes common sense, and when allies turn against one another in an attempt to stab their ‘colleagues’ in the back.

is also worth noting the downs, as well as the ups, that come with such an establishment; there have been spectacular

5, alongside the staggering successes. As well as Luton, who strived so long to finally benefit from something they
were initially intending to be a part of, there was Portsmouth; members for seven seasons between 2003 and 2010 - and
surprise FA Cup winners in 2008 - their success came at a price, and they remain the only Premier League club to go into
Administration during their tenure in the division. Disappointingly, however, their story is not covered in depth in this
book, which chooses to major on the successes, and Pompey’s plight is covered in a mere thirty-three words.

Bradford City were another who briefly tasted the Premier League’s nectar, and their story is covered in more detail -
probably because of the knock-on effect it had to two of the league’s bigger names; when Bradford beat Liverpool on
the last day of the 1999/2000 season, to secure their survival, it denied their opponents the chance to finish third - and
enter the ‘champions' league. Leeds United went in instead, and it arguably cost them their top-flight status within four
years, as they spent money like there was no tomorrow. Bradford, meanwhile - thinking they'd cracked it - also went on
a celebratory spending spree, but did so by investing in big names who had seen better days, and who were not able to
safely negotiate the difficult second season. A year later, in League One (these days known as ‘the Championship’), they
went into Administration - and within seven seasons were in the Football League’s basement division.

Soitis not all sweetness and light, but is a thoroughly fascinating - and recommended - read.

Forthcoming T&MUFC Fixtures

Tuesday 17 September: HORLEY TOWN (Ige) (H) k.o 7.45 pm

Saturday 21 September: Guildford City (Isuzu FA Vase, 2nd
Qualifying Round) (A) k.o 3.00 pm

Tuesday 24 September: Wallingford & Crowmarsh (Combined
Counties League Cup, 1st Round) (A) k.o 7.45 pm TBC

Saturday 28 September: CAMBERLEY TOWN (Ige) (H) k.o 3.00 pm

ixtures are subject to change : for the latest news, please visit our
website at www.tmunited.org)
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Guildford City v T&MU; Spectrum Arena, GU1 1UP.
Saturday 21 September 2024, Kick-off 3.00pm (FA Vase,
2nd Qualifying Round); Saturday 5 October 2024, Kick-
off 3.00pm (CCL Premier Division South)

We face Guildford City, away, twice within the space of a fortnight
due to the two sides being drawn against one another in the FA
Vase. This tie takes place on a weekend which sees Surrey pride
being celebrated on Stoke Park, between the station and the
ground - and the entire rail network around the area is closed
for engineering works planned for that weekend. So please plan
your route before you travel, as accessing the ground by public
~transport will be difficult, if not impossible. Should you make it
to Guildford () well-earned refreshment can be imbibed at The
Three Pigeons (169 High St., GU1 3A)), a traditional English
pub situated at the top of the High Street, just in front of the Holy

Trinity Church. It has stood here since the middle of the 18th Century; a fire badly damaged it in 1916, but it was
restored two years later. The design of the new frontage was inspired by a late 17th Century house on Oxford's
High Street and, like many buildings around Guildford's ancient High Street, it is reputed to be haunted.Harvey's
Best and Timothy Taylor Landlord are normally available inside. Meanwhile, the local Wetherspoons is The
Rodboro Buildings (1-10 Bridge Street, GU1 458), which used to be a car factory. Consequently, it boasts
some interesting photographs and history from its former usage, as well as providing the usual range of guest
ales, beers, ciders, wines and spirits - along with good food - all at reasonable prices.
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T&MU Partner With Tooting Newsie

Want to know what’s happening in Tooting? Then check out Tooting Newsie!

Tooting Newsie has been telling the story of the area through their vibrant and
regularly updated social media pages since 2014. They serve the local community
by sharing news of all kinds, including new business openings, local achievements,
local community groups, charities, and much more.

Find them on Instagram, Facebook, X and Threads @tootingnewsie

A safe and encouraging environment for young

: ath
Zm.n_o_‘_m_._.< 38 Non _lmmmcm - people to come together and enjoy structured
; ._..Oo.nm:m & Mitcham United sports and learning opportunities
- - www.thesmp.net @smpbrixton

/

www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Project
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Club Sponsorship 2024/25
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We will be running the individual sponsorship scheme throughout the season once again. Any member of the playing or
backroom staff can be sponsored, giving you the chance to connect with your favourite player, and help raise funds to
support the playing buadget at the same time.

The fee is £50 for the season, with the scheme run and operated by the T&*MUFC Members Club.
Sponsors will be featured on the club website, social media, and official matchday programme throughout the season,
including links to any sponsor’s websites.

During the season (where possible) sponsors can have pictures taken with their player and all sponsors have
the opportunity to present prizes to winning players at the end of season awards.

More details can be found on the club website, www.tmunited.org/player-sponsorship, by email at the following
address: tmufc@tmunited.org or by speaking to Stephen Reynolds on match days.

MAKING EASIER

i T ——
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Today’s Sponsors

Match Day Sponsor
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Ramble Inn Man of the
Match Sponsor :

T&MU WATcha Foundation

Match Ball Sponsor :

Spring Lane Glass &
Glazing

Tooting Delivery is a local food delivery service
dedicated to supporting independent restaurants

and businesses in Tooting and the surrounding

areas. Unlike larger national food delivery platforms,
we focus exclusively on our community, ensuring

that local restaurants can thrive without being
overshadowed by national chains. Our platform
allows customers to order from their favourite

local spots through our website or app, offering a
convenient way to enjoy delicious meals from nearby
restaurants. But Tooting Delivery is more than just

a service - it's a community initiative; by partnering
with local businesses, we aim to keep money within
the community - helping to support the local economy
and create jobs. We pride ourselves on building strong
relationships with our partner restaurants offering
lower commission rates to ensure they keep more

of their earnings and offer you the best value. Our
drivers are local too, which means faster service, and
a smaller carbon footprint!

Ramble Inn _<_m: o_" the Match

Unfortunately, due to a technical glitch, we are
STOR!

unable to feature a picture of the Corinthian-Casuals PEIRTT IR TSI PART”- DA Zommr "
m%ﬁ: AN 3@0:: |
Y o

man-of-the-match winner Ash Sheppard receiving
his award from that afternoon’s sponsors, Mitcham
Cricket Club (represented on the day by Cricket and
Football club volunteer David Bell), so instead - with
fulsome apologies to the Cricket Club and David -
we'll have to make do with a shot of Ash in action
from the game. Ash has made a tremendous impact
in his short time with the Terrors, scoring from just
inside the opposition half against Sheerwater, and
forming a formidable partnership with Deji Adeosun
in the middle of the park; this is his second such
award already this season - just how many will he
pick up by the end of the campaign?!?

[f you would Tike to sign up as a man-of-the-match sponsor, the fee is £25. You will be featured in the
imatchday programme, club website, and our social media accounts and present your nominated player
with the award at the end of the match. For further information, please see Stephen Reynolds on a

imatchday or visit the website at www.tmunited.org/contact1
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CLUB DETAILS

These Badges & the name ‘The Terrors' are all registered trademarks of TMSL ©

TOOTING & MITCHAM SPORTS &
LEISURE Ltd.

Imperial Fields

Bishopsford Road

Morden, Surrey

SM4 6BF

Company Reg No. 04114467

Tooting and Mitcham Sport and
Leisure Ltd

Director and Chairman: Steve Adkins
Executive Director (on behalf
T&MUFC Member’s club): Chris
Woolly

Company Secretary: Carol Massara

Significant Interests in the club:
Steve Adkins

Tooting & Mitcham United F.C.

are members of:

The Football Association (Full Membership)
The Combined Counties Football League,
Suburban Football League, SCL Youth
Development League and the Tandridge Youth
League.

Affiliated to:
Surrey Football Associati
and The London Foot

Parent County)
ssociation

T: 020 8685 6193

E: tmufc@tmunited.org
W: www.tmunited.org
X: @OfficalTmufc

Insta: tmufcofficial

Tooting and Mitcham Community
Sports Club Ltd

CEO: Jackie Watkins

Director: Emily Bennett

Director: Ashley Bosah

Website Administrator: Emily Bennett
Company Registration: 07610809
020 8685 6193

The entire Community Plan at Imperial
Fields including Sport, Education, Health
and Enterprise is run by Tooting &
Mitcham Community Sports Club

Tooting and Mitcham United FC First

Tooting and Mitcham United FC

Team

Chair: John O'Connor

Manager: Jamie Byatt

Assistant Manager: Alex Penfold

First Team Coaches : Dale Hanson-Byatt,
Miguel Carvalho, Lewis Gonsalves
Strength & Conditioning Coach: Dale
Hanson Byatt

Goalkeeping Coach: James Hodel-
Murphy
Physiotherapist: Harry Vesey

Massage Therapist: Sean David

Kit Manager/Well-Being Mentor:
Kenny Lowhing

Club Secretary: Jackie Watkins
Assistant Club Secretary: Tony Hart
Match Secretary: Roy Sisley & Keith Kelly
Groundsman: Ric Ede

Youth

Head of Football Development:
Ashley Bosah

Manager: Dan Yankah

Club Secretary: Jackie Watkins
Match Secretary: Tony Hart

Tooting and Mitcham United FC
Scholarship Programme

Head of Football Development:
Ashley Bosah

Coach/Mentor: Dan Yankah
Coach/Administrator: Ashley Bosah
Match Secretary: Tony Hart

Club Secretary: Jackie Watkins

Tooting and Mitcham United FC
Development Team

Head of Player Development/
Coach: Ashley Bosah

Manager: Dan Yankah

Club Secretary: Jackie Watkins
Match Secretary: Tony Hart

!

Tooting and Mitcham United FC
Member’s Club

Chair: Chris Woolly
Directors:

Lynn Catchpole MBE
Keith Kelly
Stephen Reynolds
Charlie Rowe :

Tooting and Mitcham United FC Member’s Club Support

Boardroom Hospitality: Keith Ke

y

100 Club Administrator: Graham Newsom
Programme Editor: £d Parlett
Matchday Volunteer Co-ordinator/Club Shop: Stephen Reynolds
Photography: Sam Qjm%m & Tim Marcus

Social Media: An

rew Squibb

Matchday Announcer: Joel Ormsby
Club Historian: lan Bullock
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Cherry Red Records Combined Counties League,
Premier Division South

Tooting & Mitcham Utd FC

v
Epsom & Ewell FC

Saturday 14 September 2024
Kick Off: 3.00 pm

Referee: David Lofgren
Assistant Referee: Silvester Aina
Assistant Referee: Isaac Nsubuga

Goal  Sub  No. Tooting & Mitcham Utd. Epsom & Ewell No. Sub  Goal
Toby McKimm (GK) Daniel O'Donovan (GK)
Elliott McKimm Ethan Brazier
Darrall Wopara Toby Young
Deji Adeosun Adam Green
Andy O'Brien Callum Wilson
Antonio Simeone (c) Stefan Aiwone
Taz Mahmoud Luke Miller
Ash Sheppard Craig Dundas
Conor Melody Carl Oblitey
Hussein Siklawi Axel Kodjo
Kieran Campbell Kionte Gilfillian-Wual
Sam Orisatoki Luke Taylor
Daryl Coleman Felipe de Lima
Habeeb Adepoju Joel Onu
Mario Quiassaca Mohssine Sabek
Micah Fraser Ethan Nelson-Roberts
Jamal Jimoh Kevin Turbi
sy Nzelo Jamie Brewer ; ‘
P Munoz Reece Tierney 14 SEPTEMBER 2024 . 3.00 PM
George Barnes (GK) Faebian Witter (GK) COMBINED COUNTIES FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Manager: Jamie Byatt

Assistant Manager: Alex Penfold

Coaches: Dale Hanson Byatt, Miguel Carvalho, Lewis Gonsalves
Physio: Harry Vesey

Kit Man/Well-Being Mentor: Kenny Lowhing
Colours: Black & White Stripes, Black Shorts

Manager: Warren Burton
Coach:’ Gwynne Berry
Goalkeeping Coach:
Kit Man: Shane Payne
Colours: Yellow Shirts with Blue Trim, Yellow Shorts

Kevin Espinosa

PREMIER DIVISION SOUTH

MATCH BALL SPONSOR
Spring Lane Glass & Glazing

RAMBLE INN MAN OF THE MATCH
T&MU WATcha Foundation

MATCHDAY SPONSOR
Tooting Delivery
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The front cover of this programme
was designed by Chris Lee.

He creates a range of
Historical Football Art, Maps & Logos.

A3 size unframed prints are available,
contact via direct message on either:

Twitter @FootballArtCLee
Instagram @chris_lee_owl

Website = footballartist.weebly.com
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FOOTDALL LEAGUE CUP WINNERS

& PROMOTED 7O DIVISION ONE

EDitorial

Hello and welcome to Imperial Fields. On behalf of everyboc

atthe club | would like to welcome Epsom & Ewell FC; we

hope their players, officials and supporters - along with our
match off
afterwards.

(el

We've hit a little bit of a stumbling block since my last notes,
coming up short in our subsequent two matches and not
putting any more points on the board. Both games followed
asimilar pattern; our opponents taking advantage of some
hesitant defending to lead by two, and a second-half
fightback from our boys which might have yielded a point.
However, in both matches we have only been a

next six or seven matches will go a long way to defir

season, as they are all agai

g our

ly

ials - enjoy their visit and have a safe journey home

ble to get one
goal back and have slipped down to mid-table as a result. The

ams who are currently below

us in the table. At time of typing, we have ten points from our

opening eight matches, but we have already played each of
the sides in the top five (only three points gained, from that
fine win at Knaphill). That means we have taken seven po

S

from the three teams we have played who are below us. This

is something of a reversal of last season, when we gained
the majority of our points from the teams above us, but
continually came up short in matches we should - on paper

- have been able to get points out of. Such is the anomaly of

football sometimes, but if we can get a

haul from this next sequence of matches, it
j push us up into a challenging position and give
he foundations to push on through the long winter
months. That is not to say the forthcoming matches will
be straightforward - todays visitors come into the game
having won their last two, after a difficult start, and wi
be full of confidence. They also did ‘the double’ over us
last season so we can't afford to start as badly as we did
against Corinthian-Casuals and Cobham. Horley Town
visit on Tuesday - another side who ‘doubled’ us last
time around - and, for all their problems at the foot of
the table, goalscoring doesnt seem to be one of them.
They are averaging over two goals a game o far and
will be dangerous. The good news is, they are averaging
three against per match. | don't think that one will be
goalless!

| was very pleased to hear that our matchday
programme has been recognised by the Soccer Club
Swap Shop website, being awarded 38th place in their
National Rankings. That may not sound particularly high,
but when you consider there are twenty-four teams in
each of the National League divisions (Steps one and
two on the non-league pyramid) alone, it shows how
much competition there is, and consider they generally
have more resources than we do. Admittedly, not all of
those clubs produce a printed effort but 'm pleased that
we do, and | hope you enjoy reading it. Thank you for
your continued support. Enjoy the game. Ed

Tooting & Mitcham United FC : Honours

Isthmian League :

Champs 1957/58, 1959/60
South Divison Champs 2016/17
Second Division Champs 2000/01
Full Members Cup Winners 1993
Athenian League:

Champs 1949/50, 1954/55
South Thames Cup :

Winners 1970

Surrey Senior Cup :

Winners 1938, 1944, 1945, 1953,
1960, 1976, 1977, 1978, 2007
London Senior Cup :

Winners 1943, 1949, 1959, 1960,
2007, 2008, 2016, 2021

Surrey Senior Shield :
Winners 1952, 1961, 1962, 1966
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Busy's Blog

Welcome, everybody, to our home game today against
Epsom & Ewell. Much like our last outing here, this is a
match that has a very personal meaning to me, as our
visitors are another of my former teams. | had a very
enjoyable time there, scored quite a few goals, helped
them to gain a promotion and also served as their
manager for a time. They are a great bunch of people
there and | wish them well as they look to pull away from
the lower reaches of the table.

However, once again | must focus on Tooting & Mitcham,
and all my endeavours will be to get us three points this
afternoon, after a couple of disappointing outings.

Corinthian-Casuals - well, that was a game of two halves!
I thought we didn't turn up in the first period; we were
poor, and didn't stick to what we had agreed was the
gameplan. Casuals deserved their half-time lead. But
what a transformation in the second half, we were like

a completely different team! | made two changes in an
attempt to get us going, but even | was surprised with
how quickly they took effect! Both substitutes - Conor and
Taz - were involved immediately, and combined well for
Taz to score his first goal for us. At that point, we were
fully expecting to get something out of the game, but
despite a more pleasing second-half performance, we
just couldn’t get another goal. Frustrating, eh?!

Cobham was an identical result, but a different game. |
have to give credit to Cobham, who were the much better
side on the day. But we allowed them to be! This was
easily the worst we have played this season, and we just
weren't at the races at all. Too many players were not
doing the jobs we expected of them - wanting to blame
others when they were not playing their part themselves!
| can accept players having a poor game - it happens to
us all - but | need them to take responsibility and show
accountability for their own performances. Concentrate
on your own game, and do the simple things effectively
for a start. We did improve towards the end of the game,
and had them hanging on at the end, but we didn't
deserve anything over all - and that is simply not good
enough to just play for 20 mi

So we need to get back on track today, and the players
need to take responsibility because the supporters we have
deserve better - the club deserves better!

Now for some updates regarding some of the players.
Jamal, unfortunately, had to come off very early in the
game last Saturday, and we expect him to be out for about
three to four weeks now, which will be a blow to us. Isy
Nzelo has been struggling with injury, but we are hopeful
he is now on the road to recovery and will be available for
selection soon. Justus Egbueri has not been able to play for
us since the end of last season; he’s been struggling with

a knee problem, and it could be quite a while yet before
he is able to resume training again, I'm afraid. And young
Alex Cruickshank, from the U23s, who came off the bench
against Littlehampton, is also not currently available due to
a knee issue.

Better news concerns Mo Cisse, who suffered that awful
injury a year or so ago against Athletic Newham. His recove
has been going well, and he has got a couple of U23
matches under his belt recently. We don't want to rush
him, because of the length of time he was out for, but
expect to name him in a squad very soon. It will be great to
have him back.

Max Oldham is now away for a few weeks, so won't be
available for selection, and Kieran Campbell is away this
afternoon, too.

Enjoy the game, Jamie

Tooting & Mitcham United
200 Club Draw

SIGN UP FOR THE 200 CLUB & YOU WILL BE HELPING THE CLUB RAISE EXTRA FUNDS

BUY A NUMBER FOR JUST £10
ENTRY INTO THE FINAL 3 MONTHLY DRAWS
WIN CASH PRIZES OF £30, £50 PLUS A CHANCE TO WIN THE BUMPER £300 END OF
SEASON DRAW!

PAY BY CHEQUE, CASH ORBY BANK TRANSFER
CONTACT GRAHAM NEWSOM THE DRAW ORGANIER Y
EMALING TMUFCIDO@GMAILCOM
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JOC's Jottings

ne to todays game against Epsom

sting game today, and it's

: lot to the gaffer - another one of his
old clubs. I know he is fond of a lot of people at the club and
wants them to do well. | was there with him for half a season,
and enjoyed my time - they're a great club and a great bunch
of people. But today it's all about Tooting & Mitcham, and we
need to bounce back after a couple of indifferent outings. So
get behind the boys, as | know you always do from the terraces
and the stands, and lets get three points. We can then wish our
visitors all the best, and hope they pick up a good few more
wins before we meet them again.

Away from the pitch, there are some great new intiatives going
on; with our new sponsor Tooting Delivery joining a team who
include our good friends (led by Jimmy) at the Ramble Inn,
Pearl Chemists, Mercer Taylor, and our matchball sponsors
today Spring Lane Glass & Glazing,

We've also linked up with Tooting Newsie which | am delighted
with because they can help to publicise what we have going
on here on their socials. I've enjoyed getting to know Dave,
their publisher, who Syed of Tooting Delivery introduced us to.
We've been speaking together for over a month now, exploring
ways in which we might help each other. Dave is going to give
us great support and help to spread the word of this amazing
club, with the aim of getting our name out there to people
who might not be aware they have a community Football Club
on their doorstep. Hopefully, it will help some people to learn
who we are, what we do - and take an interest in our history
of which we are so proud. But it's not just about the football
club - we want to promote the many other facilities we have
on site and get the whole place buzzing again. More people

in the ground helps create a better atmosphere, which helps
gets the players motivated. Having lived in Tooting for over
twelve years, | can see how it has changed - how it has grown
over that period. It is now a vibrant and bustling community,
bursting with life, with many different creeds and cultures
integrating with one another. More new people seem to be
attracted to the area, so - hey - why not promote ourselves as
their local club? Somewhere they can go, enjoy the football on

a Saturday - and occasional midweek - but also take

advantage of the other fac

us and together we can help to grow this buzz!

es around the complex
that we have to offer. Let's help them to find out abou

So, if you are making your first visit to Imperial Fields
today - welcome! I hope you enjoy what you find
here, share the positivity with your friends and family,

’

colleagues and acquaintances - and we
you on a more regular basis!

d love to see

Enjoy the facilities the club provides on a matchday;
the tea bar serves burgers, chips, hot dogs and hot
drinks and share their kiosk with the bottle bar, where
you can keep yourself refreshed without missing
any of the action on the pitch. Come along and say
hello to Luke, our Facilities Manager who oversees
both the Bottle Bar and the Sportsman’s Bar under
the main stand, where you can enjoy a wider range
of refreshments before and after the game, and at
half-time. It's a great place to meet new friends, or
catch up with familiar faces while enjoying a drink in
a convivial atmosphere. Luke is a legend around the

’

place, and we
does for us.

re very grateful to him for everything he

Enjoy the game, get behind the boys, and lets cheer

7

them on to a massive three points today. We
home again on Tuesday, under the lights agains

t

re at

Horley, so have a good chance to push ourselves up

the table. Let's do this! Up the Terrors!

joc

ORL ONLIN ROM YOUR
FAVOURITE LOCAL RESTAURANTS
TOOTING DELIVERY
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DEFINITIVE ANTHOLOGIES /
CLASSIC REISSUES /

Unique in depth interviews @ www.cherryred.tv
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www.cherryred.co.uk

For details on all of our releases and how to order call our mailorder hotline 020 8996 3120

or visit the website
£ 1O

Cherry Red Records Combined
Counties memcm Premier Division (south)

(as 0of 8.9.24)

Pp-W B L F A Pts GD
AFC Whyteleafe e 0 2 26 11 18 15
Redhill B b 0 0 16 5 18 11
Knaphill 9 S 2 2 13 10 17 3
Corinthian-Casuals 7 5 0 2 17 13 15 4
Cobham 8 4 4 2 18 12 14 6
Tadley-Calleva 5.4 1 0 14 6 13 8
Abbey Rangers 6 4 1 1 14 12 13 z
Jersey Bulls D3 2 0 14 4 11 10
Tooting & Mitcham Utd. 8 3 1 4 13 1 10 2
Alton e 3 2 9 8 9 1
Guildford City B2 2 4 16 18 8 1
Fleet Town 3 2 1 0 > 1 7 4
Sheerwater i 2 1 4 14 18 ¥ -4
Camberley Town 6 74 0 4 8 1 6 -3
Chipstead °4 2 0 5 9 20 6 -1
Epsom & Ewell ¥ o2 0 5 6 17 6 -1
Sandhurst Town 7 1 1 > 1" 16 4 -5
Horley Town 8 1 1 6 17 25 4 -8
Balham 6 1 1 4 6 7 4 -1
Spelthorne Sports 8 0 3 o 5 19 > -14

M() @ik imnes FOUNDATION





